RESPONSE: Ex-PMB man Anthony Brink is sticking to his belief that ARVs are deathly da

‘Anti-retrovirals are still toxic’

ANTHONY BRINK
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— the story of the gove
Gomialist bedfeows includ:
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sith Thabo Mbeki and Tshabalala-
Asimang”, and that I “came to have
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peutic use of AZT, or its use in preg-
nant women, because of its demon-
strated toxicity and side effects. Un-
fortunately, the devastating effects of
emerged only after the final level
experiments was well under way
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you sceed in convineng your go:
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arise from the fact that it's a nucleo-
sideanalogue, aclass oftoxinroutine-
Iy used to poison cells in cancer
chemotherapy. Accordingly, when
supplying a minuscule 25 mg for re-
search use —one quarter the quanti-
tyin a single 100 mg capsule supplied
by GlaxoSmithKline — the chemical
company  Sigma-Aldrich_bottles it
with a label bearing a bright-orang
stripe and skull-and-crossbones icon
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‘withothingtoolfr othor thin do-
ologyin place of ARVs for people with
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the nwldv . Health minister, and
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atility, in which I showed the drug to
be compltelyuseless and dead
sonous. After reading it, Mbeki
alerted the people of our coun
aspeechgivenin the National Cour
of Provinces on October 28, 1999 to
the fact that there “exists a large vol-
ume of scientific literature alleging
that, among other things, the toxicity
g is such that it is in fact
a danger 1o health”.
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Target organ(s): blood bone marrow.
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sallfor ARV for peo-
ple with weak immune systems” —
even though, as Mbeki pointed out in
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use of the drug”. My “argument”
against it, he said, “is devastatingly
lear brilant English inves
ative journalist, the late Paul Fool,
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cal authorities repeatedly issue seri-
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anti-retroviral drugs,  including
AZT",citing stacks of supporting data
in Castro Hlongwane ... HIV/Aids and
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cal exposition of
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A person living with Aids takes
drugs! writes the author.

Demed they dor't
ugust 2006, the anti-retroviral
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reported s dimal ndings in Lancet
8:451-458: “The results o this col-
Bboratie study, whieh alved
over 20 000 patients with HIV-1
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ter starting Haart (highly active anti-
retroviral therapy] has improved
steadily since 1996. However, there
was no corresponding decreasein the
rates of Aids, or death, up o one year
llow-up.
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The studies In point are reviewed
in Debating AZT: Mbeki and the Aids
drug controversy and Poisoning our
Children: AZT in pregnancy, both on-
line at www.tig.org za
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Aids scepticism

IWAS very interested to read Anthony
Brink’s article “Antiretrovirals still
toxic” (The Witness, May 18) and par-
ticularly his quotation of Luc Montag-
nier on how healthy people have noth-
ing to fear from HIV.

In 1999 I was engaged to get mar-
ried. When a broker friend of mine
tried to get life insurance for my fian-
cée and me, we had to undergo HIV
tests. The result came back positive
for me and I was denied insurance
cover.

When I told my fiancée, we had a
terrible break-up. I was suicidal and
believed I was going to die. I started
abusing alcohol to block the depres-
sion.

Five years later I met a beautiful
woman and through one night of “ir-
responsible behaviour” she got preg-
nant. We decided to get married and
five years later my wife and I are still
happily together and we have two
lovely children.

None of them has ever tested HIV-
positive and we are all enjoying a nor-
mal healthy life.

In my opinion the biggest cause of
death by Aids is the power of sugges-
tion, the death sentence handed down
by doctors and journalists who insist
on telling you that HIV=Aids=death; a
most diabolical lie.
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